INTRODUCTION
On the territory of Vojvodina, there are archaeological sites from different periods, and the largest amount of data on animal remains has been collected from the Neolithic, but also from the Early and Late Iron Age. Systematic archaeological digs at most of sites from the Iron Age started during the 1970s and since then more than 35 000 samples have been collected (Blažić, 1993 (Blažić, -1994 1997; 2010; unpublished) . These periods are interesting because, at the beginning of the Early Iron Age, a climate change occurred, therefore colder and more humid period had begun. Remains of the vertebrate bones also testify of this phenomenon (Bőkőnyi, 1981) .
MATERIAL AND METHODS
This paper features both published and unpublished results of the vertebrate fauna research from 9 archaeological sites in Vojvodina from the Early Iron Age, and 14 sites from the Late Iron Age (Map 1). Osteological material comes from the settlements and necropoleis. Determination was done by using the keys Driesch, (1976) and Schmid, (1972) 
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
The period, from which the collected and processed material from archaeological sites in Vojvodina originates, is divided into nine phases, of which the Early and Late Iron Age should be singled out. The most important archaeological site in Vojvodina is Gomolava-Hrtkovci, where eight cultural layers have been recorded. The Early Iron Age from this site has been dated to the period between 950 and 300 B.C., and the Late Iron Age to the period between 1 st century B.C. and 1 st century A.D.) (Petrović, 1984) . The sites from the Early Iron Age are marked with 'V' in the paper, and the sites from the Late Iron Age with 'VI'.
At 9 archaeological sites in Vojvodina from the Early Iron Age (Hallstatt culture), a total of 34 vertebrate species from 4 classes were registered. The most numerous class is mammals (Mammalia) with 22 species that are classified in 5 orders. With 9 species, the most numerous order is Artiodactyla, and then comes order Carnivora with 7 species. Apart from this, from the Insectivora order only Erinaceus genus was determined, and from the Carnivora order only Mustela genus. In the period of the Early Iron Age, great diversity was registered also in the class of Osteichthyes in which 10 species belonging to 4 orders were determined, of which Cypriniformes order is the most numerous one with 4 species. Reptiles (Reptilia) and birds (Aves) are represented in this period by only one species each (Table 1) .
Judging by the vertebrate fauna diversity at archaeological sites, it can be concluded that there is the richest diversity at Feudvar-Mošorin (Site No. 3) where 20 mammal species, 10 osteichthyes species and one reptile species were registered (Becker, 1991 [1] ; Blažić, 1991 [6] ). The diversity of the vertebrate fauna is, above all, the result of the fact that area around this archaeological site consisted of the river and coastal biotopes, very humid and dry habitats, dense forests, and bare lands (Becker, 1998) . With 15 mammal species, 3 fish species and 1 bird species, Gomolava (Site No. 1) is the next in line for its faunal diversity (Blažić, 1986 [4]; 1988 [5] ), and there is similar diversity at Kalakača-Beška (site no. 2) where 11 mammal species, one reptile species and one fish species was registered. This vertebrate faunal diversity is definitely in relation with the fact that this area was under forest and rich in water (Bőkőnyi, 1988 [17] ). Slightly poorer diversity of vertebrate fauna (10 mammal species and one fish species) was recorded at Asfaltna baza-Zemun (Site No. 18) (Blažić, 2010 [13] ). On the remaining 5 sites from this period, only mammals were registered, wherein at sites VrtloziŠimanovci (Site No. 8) and Bregovi Atovac-Kuzmin (Site No. 15) 9 species were registered (Blažić, 1992 b [8] ), and at Gradina-Vašica (Site No. 4), Đepfeld-Doroslovo (Site No. 5) and Zabrana-Manđelos (Site No. 14) 8 species were registered (Bőkőnyi, 1981 [16] ; Blažić, 1992 b [16]; 1993 -1994 ) (Table 1) .
At all 9 sites from the Early Iron Age, the following species were registered: Canis familiaris, Equus cabalus, Sus scrofa domestica, Sus scrofa, Cervus elaphus, Bos taurus, Ovis aries and Capra hircus ( Table 1 ). All of these animals were the base for the animal husbandry of this period (Becker, 1998; Blažić, 2005 a) and they were also bred in the settlements of the Early Iron Age in South-East Europe (Blažić, 1992 b) . Stanc et al. (2010) discusses the significant presence of ox -Bos taurus in the economy of the Iron Age at several archaeological sites on the territory of Romania, stating that contribution of this species in the mammal fauna was between 30% and 60%, and between 30% and 70% in the fauna of domesticated mammals. Nevertheless, the presence of wild boar -Sus scrofa and red deer -Cervus elaphus at sites in Vojvodina, points to presence of large forests and areas rich in water (Bőkőnyi, 1981) . (Osteichthyes) . From the total number of species, 16 are mammals classified into 5 orders of which the most numerous one is Artiodactyla (8 species). The following were also recorded: 3 fish species members of 3 orders, as well as 2 bird species systematised into 2 orders (Table 1) .
The largest number of mammal species (14) was recorded at Židovar (site no. 19), and besides these, carp -Cyprinus carpio was -also registered (Blažić, unpublished [14] ). Disregarding the number of mammal species, Čarnok-Vrbas (site no. 6) stands out in terms of vertebrate diversity, where 13 mammal species, 3 fish species and one bird species were registered (Blažić, 1992 a [7]; 1993 -1994 ). Then comes Gomolava (site no. 1) (Clason, 1979 [18]; Blažić, 1986 [4] ) with 11 mammal species, 2 bird species and 2 fish species is, and similar situation was also recorded at Gradina-Vašica (site no. 4) where 10 mammal species, one bird species and 3 fish species were registered (Blažić, 1992 a [7]; 1993 -1994 ). At Turski Šanac-Bačka Palanka (site no. 7) as well as at 9 sites along the highway through Srem, with the exception of Bregovi Atovac-Kuzmin (site no. 15), only the presence of mammal species was recorded, the number of which was between 4 and 9 (Blažić, 1978 [3]; 1992 a [7] ; b [8]; 1993-1994 [9] ). Among registered mammal species, Eurasian beaver -Castor fiber should be mentioned, the presence of which at Mitrovačke livade-Sremska Mitrovica (Site No. 13) speaks of ideal life conditions in the nearby stream (Blažić, 1992 b [8] ).
At all above mentioned sites from this period, the following species were registered: Sus scrofa domestica, Bos taurus, Ovis aries and Capra hircus (Table 1) . This is entirely consistent with the picture of life in settlements from the Late Iron Age in Europe, where animal husbandry was more important than hunting (Blažić, 1992 b) .
After comparing data on vertebrate fauna at archaeological sites from the Late Iron Age in Vojvodina with those in the neighbouring countries, it can be concluded that one site in south-east Romania and 3 sites in Bulgaria of the same period have much richer ornithofauna diversity (Gal et Kessler, 2002; Boev, 1993) . Somewhat richer vertebrate fauna at sites in Vojvodina from the Late Iron Age was recorded compared with Kale-Krševica site in Serbia (Blažić, 2005 b) .
CONCLUSIONS
Based on current published and unpublished research results from 9 archaeological sites in Vojvodina (Serbia) from the Early Iron Age and from 14 sites from the Late Iron Age, the following can be concluded:
-From the Early Iron Age, a total of 34 vertebrate species members of 4 classes were registered. The most numerous one is the mammal class (Mammalia) with 22 species, then osteichthyes class (Osteichthyes) with 10 species, while birds (Aves) and reptiles (Reptilia) are represented by one species each.
-From the Late Iron Age, a total of 21 vertebrate species were registered, of which 16 belong to the mammal class (Mammalia), birds (Aves) are represented by 2 species, and osteichthyes (Osteichthyes) by 3 species.
-From the Early Iron Age, the richest site in terms of vertebrate fauna is Feudvar-Mošorin.
-From the Late Iron Age, the richest site in terms of vertebrate faunal diversity is Čarnok-Vrbas.
